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Sunday School: 10:00 am  in the Trinity Room,  
   for all ages 
 

Service:  11:00 am in the Sanctuary 
 

Children’s Church: Starts after children’s message  
 

Youth Group : 5:00 to 6:30 pm in LEC Last  
   Sunday of Each Month 
 

Service also available at 
www.Churchonthecouch.org. 

Or our website www.clewistonmethodist.com 
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Pastor Jeff’s Corner 

 
Good day, dear brothers and sisters in Christ. I pray this note finds you well and growing in your faith 
walk with Jesus.  
 
This month, there are lots of things happening on our campus. On October 11th, Sunday at 2:00 pm, we 
will have our annual Church Conference gathering in the LEC, where we discuss and vote on business  
aspects of our church; celebrate ministry that has taken place; and thank the teams that have served and 
nominate the teams that will serve for the next year. All are welcomed to attend. While we are on the 
topic of serving, please let me* know  if you would like to serve on one of the teams at our church. Christ 
calls us all to serve in one capacity or another. Here are a few of the teams we have at First Methodist: 
SPR – Staff Parish Relations (serve as the HR team for our mission); Finance (serve as the team that helps 
us be good stewards of the finances – both income and outgo – that support our mission) Trustees (serve 
as the team for ushers and helps us in the areas of fixing and maintaining our campus for our mission)  
 
Then on October 23rd at 7:00 pm in the LEC, we will show a movie titled, “A Great Awakening”. This 
movie is a story about the life of Reverend George Whitefield and his friendship with Benjamin Franklin. 
John Wesley (see Methodism) has a featured role in the movie as well. Whitefield was a great preacher 
during the 18th Century that saw many people come to faith in Jesus Christ. Their hearts were stirred and 
awakened by the Good News of The Gospel. You won’t want to miss it! 
 
On October 24th from 9:00 am to Noon, we will have our New Members Class for those who want to 
know more about our church and/or would like to become new members. As new members we are in 
covenant with Christ and each other to see our church’s mission fulfilled and to share our prayers,  
presence, gifts, service and witness with our community.  
 
God bless you for your prayers and commitment to our mission of sharing Jesus with our community and 
everywhere God sends us.  
 
Jesus loves you and so do I, 

 
 
 
 

Pastor Jeff 
 
 
 
*My email address is: pastorjeff@clewistonmethodist.com  My cell: 863-351-9692 
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Families with children in kindergarten through 5th grade are invited to join us each Sunday 
during worship. Through games, stories, Bible lessons, and crafts, children learn what it 
means to follow Jesus. We would love to welcome your family. 
 
Our nursery also provides fun activities and age-appropriate lessons about Jesus. We hope to 
see you there.  
 
This month, Jocelyn and Olivia provided much-appreciated help in the nursery!!! 
 
This Month’s Bible Verse 
Psalm 13:5 – “But I trust in your unfailing love; my heart rejoices in your salvation.” 
 

      Doreen Malbog 

 

Friends in Christ:  For every publication of PowerLines, we spend many hours putting together 
something we hope is informative and timely concerning the ministry and people of your 
church at First Methodist Clewiston.  If there is something you would like to see in  
PowerLines, please let our editor (Ninette Aker) know.  Please read this publication so you 
know how we are fulfilling the mission of our church. 
 

      Pastor Jeff 

YOUTH GROUP  WILL MEET ON THE  
LAST SUNDAY EACH MONTH (October 25)  

IN THE LIFE ENRICHMENT CENTER 
FROM 5:00 PM UNTIL 6:30 PM 

FOR FOOD— FAITH—FUN 
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ON-GOING PRAYERS 

Jonathan Folton 
Brandon Quinones  

Tommy Smith 
Sharon Wilson 

HOME BOUND FRIENDS & FAMILY 

Matt Beatty 
Frances Cross 
Helen Endicott 

Garry Hall  
Ada Miller 

George Schmidt 

Please contact Pastor Jeff with 
 updates concerning people on the 

 prayer list at (863) 661-6936 
 e-mail to pastorjeff@clewistonmethodist.com 

October, 2026 

Matthew 19:6 
So they are no longer two, but one flesh.   

Therefore, what God has joined together,  

let no one separate. 

PowerLines is a monthly newsletter of First Methodist Church of Clewiston, FL 
Article submission deadline:  20th of each month.  All members are urged to contribute to this publication.  

E-mail articles to fmcpowerlines@gmail.com.  Editor:  Ninette Aker 
Copyright:  PowerLines has no copyright.  When we print copyrighted material, we quote the source that gave us permission.  

When you reprint anything from PowerLines, out of courtesy, please send us a copy by mail to:  
 Office: First Methodist Church of Clewiston, 352 W. Arcade Avenue, Clewiston, FL 33440  

Remember, if you can’t attend worship 
 in person or would like to watch  
worship services you missed, visit 

 ChurchOnTheCouch.org 

First Methodist Church of Clewiston 

Raymond Blount Oct. 2 
Joan Miller  Oct. 2 
Aimee Sweet  Oct. 7 
Calia Rodriguez Oct. 8 
Alex Rodriguez Oct. 8 
Wayne Davidson Oct. 10 
Steven Stiles  Pct. 11 
Chris Norwood Oct. 16 
Barbara Stiles  Oct. 16 
Kristine Petersen Oct. 21 
Laura Perry  Oct. 23 
Avery Hammock Oct. 24 
Trip  Whidden, III Oct. 29 
Ali Cruz  Oct. 30 
 

Mary & Mitch Thomas 
October 18 

Shelley & Wayne Davidson 
October 19 
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FMC Administrators:  Contact Information 
 

     Position                   Name                     Phone   Email Address 
 

Senior Pastor  Jeffrey Smith  (863) 351-9692  pastorjeff@clewistonmethodist.com 
Lay Leader  Scott Jones  (863) 673-0722  jpajones@hotmail.com 
Recording Secretary Margaret Smith  (863) 599-9417  sweetmbs007@gmail.com 
Finance Director Brenda Whidden (863) 228-6385  blwhidden@gmail.com 
Finance Secretary Shelley Davidson (863) 599-9070  shelleydavidson56@gmail.com 
Membership Secretary  Scott Jones  (863) 673-0722  jpajones@hotmail.com 
Staff Parish Relations Steve Stiles  (863) 983-8432  sbthstiles@embarqmail.com 
Head Trustee  Lee Sweet  (561) 985-4220  rasweet@rocketmail.com 
Admin. Council Chair Shelley Davidson (863) 599-9070  shelleydavidson56@gmail.com   
Treasurer  Ninette Aker  (305) 510-5625  fmcpowerlines@gmail.com 
PowerLines Editor Ninette Aker  (305) 510-5625  fmcpowerlines@gmail.com 
Mission Team  Sandy Stitt  (863) 677-1789  stittranch@gmail.com 
FirstKids Team  Doreen Malbog  (863) 677-0255  dorrietmal@gmail.com 
Library   Scott Jones  (863) 673-0722  jpajones@hotmail.com 

First Methodist Church of Clewiston 

 

Did you know that every month that has five Sundays, you have an opportunity to 

help the children at Residing Hope, the Methodist Children’s Home?   
 

No matter how large or small the offering, every cent goes to help a child at their  
facilities in central and north Florida.  All you have to do is make a note on your check 
or envelope and your monies will go directly to Residing Hope. 
 

Remember, your gift can make an impact on those children’s lives. 

 

I’d like to invite you to our upcoming Administrative Council Meeting.  Unless otherwise noted, the 
Council usually meets on the  third Tuesday each month at 6:00 pm in the Trinity Room of the LEC. We 
try to keep our meeting time to 1 or 1-1/2 hours max.  It is here that you can come and just listen or 
voice any concerns, comments, or suggestions you may have.  It also is a way for you to be “in the 
know” as to what the other church committees are doing.   
 

Our next meeting will be Tuesday,  October 20, 2026.  If you have any questions, please feel free to call, 
text or email me.  Any church member is welcome to attend! 
 

      Shelley Davidson  

      Administrative Council Chairperson  

The Way Men’s Group breakfast on 
 Saturday, October 31 at 8:00 am  

in the Life Enrichment Center 



 

 

Hi!  My name is Heidi Jameson and I’m a Licensed Mental Health Counselor offering 
telehealth and in-person counseling - right here in the building (First Methodist  
Clewiston)!  My specialties include Autism, ADHD, and other neurodivergencies;  
Trauma Focused Cognitive Behavioral Therapy; and Adoption and Foster issues.   
 

But wait!  There’s more!  Our counselors can also help with life stress, depression, 
anxiety, relationship conflicts, chronic illness/pain, grief, and suicide prevention.    
 

We take most major insurances and have a sliding scale based on financial need for 
those choosing private pay.  For more information, please check out our website.   
 
 

How to Contact Us:  
Heidi’s cell: 863-268-5802 
Email:  HeidiJamesonMS@proton.me 
Self-schedule appointments:  https://themangroves.clientsecure.me./ 
Website:  http://TheMangroves.net 
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Clewiston Senior High School, Public Service Academy students are once again 

having dinners in the LEC on the first and third Wednesday of each month.   
 

On the first Wednesday, October 7, they will be serving Shepherd’s Pie so come 
on out and support these great kids as they earn money towards their goals and  
futures.  Plus have a delicious meal and enjoy  the fellowship. 

There will be a new member class on Saturday, October 24 from 9:00 am until noon.  
It will be held in the Life Enrichment Center. 
 

To know more about our church and or to become a new member, please join us on 
that morning! 

      Pastor Jeff 

15 Men Were at Breakfast 
 on Saturday, September 26  

at 8:00 am enjoying 

Good Food, Faith, Fellowship 

mailto:HeidiJamesonMS@proton.me
https://themangroves.clientsecure.me./
http://themangroves.net


 

Sunday Drive is a multi Dove Award nominated group from Knoxville, 
TN, composed of Jeff Treece and his wife, Misty, and brother, Dusty. 
The group is known for their smooth harmonies and Misty’s rich,  
Karen Carpenter-style vocals.  
 
Having garnered multiple Vocal Group and Entertainer of the Year  
honors, they have performed alongside such artists as the Gaither's,  
Ernie Haase & Signature Sound, The Oak Ridge Boys, David Crowder 

and Big Daddy Weave. Sunday Drive provides a veteran entertainment and worship experience with a 
fresh and unique style. Their goal is to present a joyful and upbeat experience that uplifts and encourages, 
while taking the audience’s mind off of everyday life struggles. Whether with a three-minute song or in an 
entire concert, Sunday Drive strives to be a light to the world and to share the good news of their Lord and  
Savior, Jesus Christ.  
 

And guess what!  They Are Returning to Us! 
  They will be here in our own LEC On Thursday, December 10!!! 

 
Instead of having our Mission Dinner on Wednesday, December 9 for our sister church in Cuba, we have 
decided to combine these two events into one evening of dining and entertainment.  Dinner will start at 
5:30 pm instead of 6:00 so try to be on time! 

“A Great Awakening” portrays the unlikely friendship between 
Reverend George Whitefield and Benjamin Franklin during the 
religious movement that helped shape early America. Set against 
the tensions of the Constitutional Convention, it explores how 
faith and Enlightenment ideals intersected in the nation’s  
founding. The film stands out for its historical grounding and  
inspiring tone, with standout performances and strong audience  
resonance, earning a 97% audience score despite mixed critical 
reviews.  

On Friday, October 23, we are showing the movie “A Great 
Awakening” rated PG13, 2 hours 9 minutes.  This movie was 
released on April 3, 2026 and is a historical drama. 
 
Showing in the LEC at 7:00 pm, light refreshments. 
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The 2026 General Conference of the Global Methodist Church recently concluded in Johannesburg, 
South Africa.  One item considered was a new doctrinal standard based on the Articles and Confes-
sion of our predecessor denomination authored by the Commission on Discipleship, Doctrine, and 
Just Ministry.  This Commission was tasked with combining the Methodist Articles of Religion, creat-
ed by John Wesley from the Anglican Thirty-nine Articles of Religion (circa 1571), with the Evangeli-
cal United Brethren’s Confession of Faith.  The hope was to form a more theologically precise, con-
cise, and coherent statement of Wesleyan belief. 
 
The Commission was co-chaired by Dr. David F. Waston, president of Asbury Theological Seminary, 
and Dr. Jason Vickers of George W. Truett Theological Seminary.  They led an international group of 
men and women that included people who had spent decades thinking and writing about orthodox 
Wesleyan doctrine.  They submitted a draft to the Assembly of Bishops.  Once they received the 
feedback they worked through every comment.  After revising the document, it was published for 
public comment.  They received considerable feedback and worked through each comment before 
submitting the revised document for consideration by the General Conference. 
 
The General Conference miraculously approved the new Articles of Faith unanimously.  These new 
articles are scripturally faithful, historically sound, and constitute a tremendous gift to the church.  
The Powerlines newsletter will publish the 15 Articles of Faith, a few each month, until each of them 
has been featured. 

       Scott Jones 
       Lay Leader 

 
 

THE ARTICLES OF FAITH OF THE GLOBAL METHODIST CHURCH 
 
The Articles of Faith prescribe the normative doctrinal standards of the Global Methodist Church.  
To that end, they are both consistent with the creedal tradition of the church universal and express 
our church’s particular Wesleyan-Methodist emphases and concerns, as well as our theological  
heritage of faith.  The Articles of Faith are constitutive standards that declare the “faith once for all 
entrusted to the saints” (Jude3) and serve as a guard against false teaching by providing a basis for 
the praise and honor of God in faithful instruction that orients us toward a life of service to God’s 
kingdom. 
 
I. THE HOLY TRINITY 
We believe in one holy and living God, everlasting, without body or parts, Creator of all things  
visible and invisible.  He is infinite in power, wisdom, justice, goodness and love, and rules with  
gracious regard for the well-being and salvation of all, to the glory of his name.  We believe the one 
God reveals himself as he is:  three persons, distinct but inseparable, eternally one in being,  
majesty, power, and glory:  the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
 

 (To be continued next month) 
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              NIGHT TO SHINE 
 
A Celebration of the Value of Life.  
 The Night to Shine event is a celebration of the value of life. It is a chance 
for our beloved brothers and sisters with special needs to feel how much 
we love them. And it is a rare opportunity for them to enjoy a  celebration 
of this magnitude. 
 
The Red Carpet Treatment 
What can you expect at Night to Shine? The red carpet treatment, a friendly crowd and  
paparazzi, royal treatment, hair, make-up and shoe shining stations, limousine rides, corsages 
and boutonnieres, a catered sit-down dinner, photo booth, prom favors for each guest, a 
tiara or crown and of course dancing! 
 
Plus: 
 Special offerings such as makeup/nail polish and shoe-shines  
 A gift that will include flowers, a crown/tiara and other treats  
 A delicious catered meal specialized for each guest  
 Paparazzi will cheer for each guest as they walk the red carpet  
 Guests will have the opportunity to dance the night away!  
 A special video message visit from  “Night to Shine”  Founder Tim Tebow!  
 
Keep February 27, 2027 open so you are able to join us for this wonderful event! 
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          **Special B&B Believers gathering** 

 
 

 

On Monday, October 5, 2026 the B&B Believers will have a very special gathering to honor 
and support Rene and Doreen Malbog’s wonderful food ministry that feeds many people 
in Rene’s hometown in the Philippines.  We invite all  to join us for this special gathering. 
 

Date: Monday, October 5, 2026 
 

Time: 6:00 pm 
 

Location: LEC- First Methodist Church of Clewiston 
 

**Food and drinks will be served 
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On September 14, eleven Believers gathered at Rene and Doreen Malbog’s house for another great 
evening of fun, fellowship and sharing God’s Word.  I shared a message with the group that God 
gave to Chris and I during the previous month or so, during events that we all experience regularly 
in our lives. 
 

It’s funny how during those day to day interactions we all share with the people in our sphere of 
influence, how we can seemingly glance right through a lesson God may have for us.  So many  
reasons can cause this, but at times our looking inward rather than outward leads to us missing  
important things God wants to introduce to us.   
 

Such it was when Chris and I walked into the funeral home to remember a sweet woman and her 
grieving husband of 59 years.  Though Chris and I were certainly consoling Joe and the family, our 
hearts were missing Susie who had recently succumbed to cancer.  A couple days after Susie’s  
passing, Chris had asked Joe via text if there was anything we could do for him as the funeral  
approached.  Joe quickly replied that no, they were okay, but it was the second thing he said in his 
reply that really impacted me.  “She taught me how to forgive”, the kindly Joe assured Chris and I.   
 

We’d find out later in the day of the funeral, when family members gathered to break bread, that it 
was Susie’s mission in life to be kind to others.  She’d often wear a tee shirt stamped with the two 
word proclamation, “BE KIND”.  Intentional kindness, what a wonderful day to day approach and 
great mission for any of our lives. 
 

Fifty-nine years is a long marriage.  As we left the funeral home that afternoon, we hugged Joe and 
commented on their wonderful marriage, obviously full of kindness, forgiveness and love.  Joe  
simply grinned and answered, “Oh, there were some speed bumps along the way”, but that he 
cherished every moment he had here on earth with his beloved Susie.  The next time you approach 
a speed bump whether in the road or in life, think of Joe and Susie and remember, be kind, forgive 
and love.  After all, that is what Jesus did for each of us on the cross. 
 

**Special B&B Believers gathering** 
A very special B&B Believers gathering will be held on Monday, October 5, 2026 at 6:00 pm at the 
Life Enrichment Center at First Methodist Church of Clewiston.  We will be honoring and supporting 
Rene and Doreen’s wonderful food ministry which feeds so many in Rene’s hometown in the  
Philippines.  We invite all to join us for this very special gathering on October 5th. 
 
 

If you are looking for a fun, relaxed atmosphere to learn about Jesus and fellowship with other  
Believers, B&B might be for you.  Invite a friend to give B&B a try and join us in 2026.  If you have 
any questions about our meetings or want to be added to the email distribution list for upcoming 
meetings, call John Wellslager at 863-228-1724 or email at johnw@jimmypittmanelectrical.com. 
 

Blessings, 

       John Wellslager 

Speed Bumps—Be Kind, Forgive & Love 
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The following  information was received by Sandy Stitt from the Wycliffe Bible 
Translators: 
 

Dear Prayer Partners: 
We are now into our twelfth day of audio recording here in Papua New Guinea.  It is a tight schedule 
and very demanding.  Our recording sessions begin at 8:00 am and finish at 9:00 pm, a long day.  Each 
reader has to sit in an enclosed sound proof both, about the size of a telephone booth, with no air-
conditioning or wind movement (we are in the tropics) and record for 1 –2 hours.  Think sweat box! 
 

During the recording, the other Alamblak readers listen in through headphones in order to catch  
mistakes so that corrections can be made on the fly. Depending on the reader, mistakes may be many 
or few. The more mistakes the longer it takes. Some readers do 10-12 verses in an hour whereas  
others do 40-50 verses. Pray for consistency and accuracy in their reading.  
 

At this time we have completed about 24% and have another 4-5 weeks to finish the recording. Some 
of our readers do well, but some not so well. So it is hard to keep up the pace needed to finish in 
time. This is a big prayer point!  
 

A couple of the readers came down with malaria, so that slowed the process a bit. Some others have 
difficulty reading the text on the monitor in the booth. It hurts their eyes. We are trying to come up 
with a solution. These are also much needed prayer points. 

 
 

We will keep you updated as things progress. 
Pat & Mel Edmiston 
 
 

  
  
  

 

Dear Church Family, 
 

Thank you for your generous contribution to this year’s Food for Christmas program in the  
Philippines. Your gift means so much to each of the 110 families receiving assistance. 
 
Your support will help provide 50 pounds of rice and other groceries. We are deeply grateful for all 
you make possible. Your generosity keeps this ministry thriving, and we cannot thank you enough. 
 
God bless you all, 

      Rene & Doreen Malbog 

 
P.S. We also want to recognize everyone whose hard work made the fundraising dinner possible. We 
are blessed with wonderful cooks and dishwashers among us. 
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The Samaritan’s Purse Shoebox Ministry volunteers are very thankful for all 
of the donations we have received this year.  
 
 

This shoebox is the only one this particular child will ever receive. Our shoe-
boxes are designed to provide joy to children who receive very very few gifts 
in their lives. If you would like to create your own shoebox with your family, 

cardboard shoeboxes will be available at the back Sanctuary counter along with ideas on how to 
fill them.  
 

Donations for shipping are also needed.  It costs around $13 each to buy the sturdy red and 
green plastic shoeboxes and pay for shipping so around $1,500 is needed to accomplish this. 
 
We will be packing shoeboxes on Sunday, November 1 and on Sunday, November 15 after the 
Children’s Message.  We are inviting all kindergarten through high school students to help us 
pack these in the LEC! Refreshments will be provided. 
 

Please remember our shoeboxes and the children who will receive them in your prayers  

An update on what’s been happening on campus: our rental house on Arcade is currently  
vacant as the tenants moved into a bigger house.  The Administrative Council voted to 
have some work done on the house to make it more presentable. 
 

New flooring was installed in the living room, the house interior was painted and we are 
repairing some rotten wood around the outside of the house. A new metal roof will be  
installed and exterior painting will be done. 
 

The rental house on W.C. Owens also has some issues we will be dealing with in the near 
future. I feel we are lucky to have these properties and we want to make sure we keep 
them in good shape.     
 

We  will be looking for new trustees coming up for 2027 so if anyone is interested please 
reach out and let me know. 
 

Head Ushers for the month of October are 
   October 4  Ashley Harn 
   October 11  Steven Hatton 
   October 18  Robert Hammock 
   October 25  Ashley Harn 
Thanks to all! 

                          Lee Sweet 
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This fall we will begin a new book in our Tuesday Morning Bible Study.  We 
will start on 2 Kings (The Fall of Judah and Israel) by John MacArthur.  A  
great deal of our time will be spent on prayer requests.  First meeting  will be 
Tuesday, October 13 at 10:00 am in the Old Fellowship Hall. 
 

If you would to join us or know of anyone from another church who might be interested, please  
invite them.  We meet twice a month from October until May on the second and fourth Tuesday of 
the month from 10:00 until approximately 11:30 am.  If you would like to join, please contact Janet 
Way at (863) 677-1002 for more information or to join the group. 

 

Our first meeting of this season will be on Monday, October 12, 
2026 at 6:30 pm in the Trinity Room of the LEC.  We will be making  
Christmas cards for overseas Servicemen. 
 

Please think about joining us!  If you would like to know more, please contact Janet Way at (863) 
677-2002. 

 

GriefShare started up again in September and will continue until December 
15.  We meet on Tuesday at 6:30 pm in the Youth Room in the LEC. 
 
A GriefShare one hour event “Surviving the Holidays”  will be  shown on 
Thursday, November 5 at 6:30 pm in the Youth Room in the Life  
Enrichment Center. 

    Mary Thomas 

Tara and Katie would sure love to have 
you join them in showing the worship 
slides on Sunday.  It’s easy and fun!  
 

They will gladly train you! Be a part of 
this great team.  
 

Contact Tara at belchert71@gmail.com 
or 
Katie at ktbeckwhid@gmail.com 
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Please pass this along to all the ladies of the glades!  
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First Methodist Church of Clewiston 
Finance Report for August,  2026 

 

 The attached financials reflect the activities of our church’s 
giving, expenditures, and reimbursements for the month of August. 
 

 General giving totaled $17,872.56 for the month, with an  
additional   $2,430.80 received in special funds for a total giving of 
$20,303.36. 
 

 Total disbursements were $28,493.34 for the month. The 
overall balance of $190,376.53 for August, 2026 is up by $26,485.08 
from August, 2025 mostly due to Special Fund Giving.  
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 

Brenda Whidden 
Finance Director 
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OUR VISION 
To make disciples of Jesus Christ 

 who share their faith, 
 grow in their faith 

 and live out their faith  
through service to God 

 and the community. 

 

OUR MISSION 
To share the Gospel of Jesus Christ 

with everyone in Clewiston and beyond  
for the transformation of the world. 

Established 1945 
Celebrating Our 81st Year 
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